nited, the call toward being an educator: "Being at the MCTE conference reminded me of why I decided to be an English teacher four years ago. I had wanted to inspire kids to read and write and explore who they are as people. Being at the conference reminded me of that dream and told me that it is still possible. I was surrounded by inspiring English teachers who truly are what I've always wanted to be. Meeting Jessyca Mathews is just one of the memorable moments from that day. And, listening to Kelly G a l l a g h e r talk about why writing is more than just essays is something I'll remember from this day on. The MCTE c o n f e r e n c e s p a r k e d the English teacher fire in me again -to the point where I don't think it'll ever go out." -Abby Majestic, Oakland University pre-service teacher.
Preservice teacher Gina Vila found one session about teaching students with autism to be insightful and informa- that we've too often been asking the following wrong question: "What can we do to raise achievement?" Instead, he offered, we should be asking: "What can we do to challenge, stimulate, and engage our students?" He talked about the importance of making space for low-risk, ungraded writing in our classrooms. "Volume is foundational," he emphasized. As one first-time conference participant wrote, "Gallagher's concept of revision as a continuous process is something every young writer should benefit from.
I'm so grateful to have had the opportunity to hear Gallagher speak, and I can't wait to dive into one of his books!" (Aleks Luchin, Oakland University pre-service teacher).
For some, attending the conference confirmed, or reig- 
